
From John Welch: 

 

I have just been interviewed by a journalist from “Roundup” which is apparently some or 

other internet news programme. I vehemently opposed the suspension of current licensing 

applications or procedures pending any forensic audit. I agreed, though, that all reasonable 

steps ought to be taken to prevent and curb fraud and corruption, but stated emphatically that 

ordinary law abiding citizens who are presumed to be innocent, should not be punished by 

having their applications suspended indefinitely.  

 

I also emphasized that if the police are corrupt NasCom should resign since she is unable to 

effectively manage SAPS. The citizens should not be punished because she does not do her 

job by allowing incompetent, inefficiently trained or untrained and officers who have not 

been vetted to do the job. If SAPS do not ensure in-house compliance and anti-corruption 

strategies the public should not suffer the consequences.  

 

She did not like it when I compared firearm licenses with drivers licenses – would anyone 

agree to the suspension of all drivers licenses issuing programme because there are 

allegations of corruption against one municipality?  

 

She also wanted to allege that the greater majority of the licenses issued over the past years 

may have been issued because of fraud/corruption. I refuted that. Then she jumped on the 

bandwagon of blaming firearm owners for the 19000 plus firearms lost/stolen each year. I 

mentioned double jeopardy (in the un-legal sense) of the owner being punished by the court 

and losing all his licenses and firearms and ammunition. I asked her to enquire how many 

police officers have been disciplinary or criminally charged because of negligent firearm loss 

of firearms.  

 

I also asked her to enquire the outcome and/or recommendations of the minister’s Committee 

of enquiry re the CFR and some dealers.  

 

I did say to her that while we agree with an independent audit, there is no reason why this 

could not happen while the licensing process continues. This will allow the auditors to also 

do spot checks on currently submitted applications.  

 

The only thing I failed to mention was the effect a suspension would have on gun dealers – 

they obviously would be hit very hard in these times of financial hardship/recession. 

 


