
Dear Member, 
 
SA HUNTERS’ COURT CASE 
There is good reason for referring to this long drawn-out case as the SA Hunters’ (SAH) case – the 
overriding one is that the SA Hunters’ & Game Conservation Association devised and launched it – 
no small feat and one that deserves our respect. 
 
There are also good reasons behind SAGA’s (and other associations’) decision to join the case – not 
the least of which were:  
* to show the government that firearm owners in general had severe problems with the Act and its 
implementation and were prepared to fight a number of its onerous provisions; 
* to show that diverse memberships could unite behind a common purpose; and, importantly, 
* to protect the broad interests of SAGA members including those of the ‘one gun owner’ in case 
those were in danger of being overwhelmed by the interests of members of the more specialized 
associations. 
 
This SAGA has achieved – at no small financial cost – and our rights in court have not been 
compromised and indeed cannot be compromised by the acts or omissions of the other applicants.  
 
Of course, our joining the case neither gives us ‘ownership’ thereof nor entitles us to participate in 
the confidential deliberations behind the decisions of the other parties thereto. We can endeavour 
to influence those decisions, as they may endeavour to influence our decisions, but what we MUST 
DO to the best of our ability is to take the right decisions in the interests of our members – and to do 
this as far as possible without infringing upon the legitimate interests of the other parties. 
 
So much for the background. At present the case is hanging in the air – a situation that cannot 
continue indefinitely.  
 
The SAPS does not appear to be in any particular hurry to resolve what is in fact a very complex 
matter – they doubtless have many, perhaps more pressing, issues to deal with.  
 
We cannot presume to speak for SA Hunters, but, we accept that they have reasons for not seeming 
to be in any hurry to force the case back into the courts.  
There was talk that SA Hunters was quietly ‘negotiating a deal’ with the SAPS. This they have 
categorically denied and SAGA has accepted that assurance without reservation. SAGA and SA 
Hunters have agreed in principle that all the parties to the court application should get together with 
a view to finding a way forward that would best serve the interests of everyone’s members. Such a 
meeting/conference should take place early next year but could be expedited should events 
overtake us.  
 
RESIGNATION OF MR CHAS LOTTER 
In view of the fact that it was made publicly (in critical but self-serving terms) the Trustees regret to 
announce that they have accepted Mr Chas Lotter’s resignation with effect from the day he 
announced it – Sunday 11 November 2012. We take this opportunity to thank Chas for his past 
contribution – in particular his attendance at various shows and functions.  
As we still have sufficient Trustees to fulfil our functions, there is no immediate need to ‘replace’ Mr 
Lotter but the Trustees will consider suitable candidates as the opportunity presents itself from time 
to time. 
 
GENERAL 
We wish our members safe holidays and a blessed Christmas with family and friends.  



 
The SAGA admin office will close on Friday 21 December 2012 and re-open on Thursday 3 January 
2013. 
 
 
Issued on behalf of the Trustees and Staff 
 
 
Tuesday 27 November 2012 at 10:00 
 


