
FIREARMS AMNESTY 2019 

On 23 October 2019 the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Police approved the 

Minister of Police's intention to declare a firearms amnesty with effect from 1 

December 2019, for a 6-month period. This application has been before the Portfolio 

Committee for at least two years, but because of dissatisfaction by parliamentarians 

about the safe storage of surrendered firearms and ammunition; the vetting of police 

officials who would deal with the amnesty; and the concerns about theft from and 

robbery of police stations; and the purpose of the amnesty, the committee did not 

previously want to approve the amnesty. Also, in the past, the parliamentarians were 

not happy with the notice of amnesty, nor with the conditions. What we at SAGA find 

somewhat strange is that it appears that again there was no amnesty notice before 

parliament. We are, accordingly, unsure as to the conditions of the amnesty.  

Because we do not know whether firearm owners who had failed to renew their 

licenses under the current Firearms Control Act, No. 60 of 2000, would be allowed to 

simultaneously with the surrender of their "unlicensed" firearms, make application for 

a new license, we cannot properly advise members and the public as to their rights 

and what they should do. 

In fact, in a media statement yesterday, the Portfolio Committee stated that: "the 

committee has urged the ministry and the SAPS to consider a concession for people 

who were not able to  renew their firearm licenses and allow them to utilise this 

period of amnesty to apply for the requisite license". Neither the Minister nor SAPS 

has yet responded to this statement.  

The Portfolio Committee further stated that it "urges all South Africans to take 

advantage of the amnesty and to surrender their firearms to the SAPS and actively to 

participate in efforts to remove firearms from our streets as a means to aid the fight 

against crime". SAGA is particularly perturbed about the choice of words in this 

extract, since it creates the impression that the public must be disarmed and that 

licensed firearm owners are the cause of criminality. During the SAPS presentation in 

parliament the Major General stated very proudly that during the previous 2010 

amnesty, more licensed firearms were in fact surrendered than unlicensed firearms. I 

would have thought there ought to be great joy if more unlicensed firearms, those 

mostly used by criminals, were surrendered. This statement clearly shows that 

government wants to disarm the ordinary law-abiding citizen, those who know that 

the police cannot protect them, and those who believe their survival lies in their own 

hands. Crimes are predominantly committed with unlicensed firearms, many of which 

were lost by, or stolen from, the police, military and other state departments, firearms 

smuggled into the country or emanating from previous arms caches which have still 

not been declared and home-made firearms, with a small number stolen from licenced 

firearm owners.  

The police informed parliament that all steps have been (and are being) taken to 

ensure that surrendered firearms and ammunition remain in safe custody and will be 

destroyed without delay, but the fact of the matter is that they have indicated that in 

excess of 40 police stations will, because of security concerns, not be involved in the 

amnesty process at all. This is a sad reflection on the state of corruption and crime 

within the police service.  



  

Although the police have maintained that there is no interdict against the Minister to 

declare an amnesty, what needs to be considered, is that GOSA obtained a temporary 

interdict against the police to ensure that the police may not take any action against 

those people who had failed to timeously apply for the renewal of their licenses, and 

as a result the National Commissioner had issued an instruction that no action must be 

taken against such people. This matter is currently pending and still needs to be dealt 

with in Court.  

As soon as further detail and information becomes available about the amnesty 

conditions, SAGA will advise its members and the general public further. 

SAGA promotes the responsible and safe possession and use of firearms for lawful 

purposes. 

  

 


