
 

SAGA Release 14 November 2018 

Subject: Parliamentary Question about FCA amendment 

Dear Member, 

On 12 November 2018, The Mercury and Pretoria News newspapers carried 
an article in which it alluded to Police Minister Bheki Cele's response to a 
parliamentary question about the recently leaked draft amendment bill to the 
Firearms Control Act. In this regard IT WAS REPORTED that the minister 
confirmed in a written response that the process to amend the Act was 'at an 
advanced stage.' 

The Freedom Front Plus's Pieter Groenewald further asked whether Cele 
intended to amend the Firearms Control Act to provide for the category to 
possess a firearm for self-defence to be deleted. He also wanted to know the 
reasons for the amendment and asked to be furnished with details of the 
proposed amendment. 

The proposed amendments, which have been roundly and vociferously 
debated in social media are of significant concern to all those who would 
choose to exercise their right to possess a firearm for hunting, sporting or self-
defence reasons. Notwithstanding the fact that these proposals may indicate 
the thinking and end-goals of certain elements of the police and government, 
they do on the face of it directly impinge on specific guarantees in our Bill of 
Rights. 

Stripping citizens in one of the most violent countries in the world of their 
means of self-defence (security from violence - both public and private) will 
most certainly not be an easy undertaking for those who seek to bring this 
legislation into reality. At this time, there is a groundswell of cooperation 
amongst the predominant firearms associations in South Africa. There will 
inevitably be some different approaches to opposing this nonsensical draft, 
but in the end we are all moving in the same direction. 

While we await the publishing of the amendments we wish to assure 
members that all lawful measures will be employed to oppose any 
unreasonable legislation. 

 

 


